In situ amplification of viral signal in infected samples applied directly to nitrocellulose membranes.
A method for the amplification of viral signal present in infected samples is described. Viral suspensions are spotted on nitrocellulose paper, and immediately afterwards an adequate amount of a permissive cell line is added. The nitrocellulose filter is then incubated overnight, fixed and hybridized to labeled viral probes. The technique is extremely fast, reproducible and inexpensive, and may be readily applicable to the clinical diagnosis of many viral diseases.